German versus Hun

us poor Germans, and from the silence of our authors
foreigners must conclude that we move only mechanically,
and that eating, drinking, tedious labour, and sleep consti-
tute the whole orbit of a German, in which he runs round
and round stupidly until he turns giddy and tumbles down
and dies. Still, if one wishes to deduce the character of one's
nation a little more prudence is required than we poor
Germans enjoy, when every striking line dashed off by the
pen of an open-minded writer may open the way for us to
the society of convicts.

CHRISTIAN  FRIEDRICH   DANIEL  SCHUBART,   1775

Dream not of liberty, so long as we

At every nod cry out like Caesar's slaves :

"Against the life of a brother, even against a mother

If he command, we strike, tho' the hand rebel at the blow."

HELFERICH   PETER  STURZ,   1736-1779

Our people were accused of pedantry, because we had a
host of petty and ponderous commentators. In order not
to be considered pedantic one straightway proceeds to
become superficial.                   FREDERICK THE GREAT, 1780

The Saxons of Electoral Saxony are not the most amiable
of our countrymen, but the Dresdeners are positively a
shallow, desiccated, intolerable folk, with whom one is
never at one's ease. They creep into worldly positions, and
the free, noble-minded man is lost to sight among the hungry
citizens. . . . Sometimes one meets a blurred impression,
or rather a ruin, which once upon a time had a heart or mind.
But the deadly conditions have crushed and consumed both.

FRIEDRICH  SCHILLER,   1788
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